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The Transition Solutions approach:
NASET National Standards and
Quality Indicators

The National Standards and Quiality Indicators
for Secondary Education and Transition,
developed by the National Alliance for
Secondary Education and Transition (NASET),
serve as the foundation for the Transition
Solutions approach to bringing about systems
change and high school reform. The standards
reflect quality secondary education and
transition services for all students. This fact
sheet will help you learn more about the
standards and quality indicators and how
Transitions Solutions uses them to guide

its work.

What are the NASET Standards and Quality Indicators?

The NASET standards and quality indicators are an organizing
framework identifying five key areas for improving youth

outcomes —
Schooling

Career preparatory

experiences

Youth development
and youth leadership

Family involvement
Connecting activities

NASET developed research-
based standards and quality

indicators for each of these five
areas to provide a clear vision for all who are interested in helping
youth succeed in school, at work, and in the community.

Standards are defined as principles mutually agreed upon by
families and professionals in the fields of general education,
special education, career and technical education, postsecondary
education, youth development, and workforce development.

Quality Indicators are observable conditions that help
professionals know whether they are meeting the standard.

The NASET standards and
quality indicators articulate
what all youth need to succeed
in school, at work, and in the
community. The stakes are high
in today’s world, and high school
graduation is more important
than ever. In 2005, the National
Governors Association found
that earnings of high school
graduates are approximately

43 percent higher than those

of non-graduates. College
graduates earn approximately
62 percent more than high
school graduates. High school
and college degrees not only
improve earning potential —
most jobs will require them.
Two-thirds of all new jobs
created in the next decade will
reguire some postsecondary
education and training. The
NASET standards and quality
indicators can help school
boards, superintendents,
principals, teachers, youth
development professionals,
vocational rehabilitation
counselors, career counselors,
workforce investment board
members, health care specialists,
mental health providers, social
workers, employers, and families
help all youth succeed.






